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Top Hat: All students are required to purchase a subscription to Top Hat ~ a web-based class response system that allows immediate interactive feedback to aid and assess understanding of the course material. By the second week of class, students will need to be registered and ready to participate using their laptops, iPads, smartphones, and/or cell-phones. Subscription keys are available at the university bookstore for $27 or on the Top Hat website at https://tophat.com/signup for $20. The Quick Start Guide for this tool is located on Blackboard. Please follow the instructions closely and make sure to sign up using your full name as it appears in Blackboard and your UTEP student ID #.
Research Paper Portfolio (RPP): Your Research Paper Portfolio represents 50% of your grade and consist of five parts:
The proposal is a preliminary statement that defines your topic and presents questions to be answered. Your proposal is worth 5% (or 50 points) of your final grade.

Annotated Bibliography: The annotated bibliography will consist of a list of 4 primary and 2 secondary sources. It will also include an evaluative summary of each source and a description of how the source will be used. Your annotated bibliography is worth 10% (or 100 points) of your final grade.
Peer Review: A member of your small group will read and critique the first three pages of your research paper. A rubric for constructive criticism will be provided. This assignment is worth 5% (or 50 points) of your final grade.
Paper: Your final paper should be 7-8 pages in length and must include proper Chicago Style citations. Your paper should be grammatically correct, structurally sound, free of typos and other errors, and written in 12 pt. font with one inch margins. Your final paper is worth 25% (or 250 points) of your final grade.
 Presentation: Each student will give a 5-minute presentation on their research. This presentation should include multimedia and it is worth 5% (or 50 points) of your final grade.
Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam, both of which will require Blue Books purchased from the UTEP bookstore. Both the midterm and the final will include one question. Student answers should be based on all class materials and their essays should demonstrate mastery of the writing skills developed in class. Each exam is worth 15% (or a total of 300 points) of the student's total grade. All examinations must be completed at the time scheduled unless the student can document an acceptable excuse. The exam grade breakdown is as follows: A =150-135 B=134-120 C=119-105 D=104-90 F=89-0 Plagiarism: A student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of another person without appropriate acknowledgment. A student must give credit to the originality of others and acknowledge another whenever he or she quotes another person's actual words; paraphrases another person's words; uses another person's ideas, opinion or theory; or borrows facts, statistics, or other material, unless the information is common knowledge. It is official UTEP policy that all suspected cases of plagiarism be referred to the Office of Student Life for investigation. For more information, go to: http://sa.utep.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir /60/files/2012/09/Avoiding-Plagiarism.pdf.
Disabilities: Any reasonable accommodations will be made for students with limitations due to disabilities, including learning disabilities. Please see the instructor during the first two weeks or make an appointment to discuss any special needs one might have. If a student has a documented disability and requires specific accommodations, they will need to contact the Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) in the East Union Bldg., Room 106 (http://sa.utep.edu/cass/).
Grades:
 
